
Com m unity Broadband Ne w s

Our Ne t com e s to Britain

Th e  Dutch  Ons Ne t (Our 
Ne t) proje ct in th e  

Eindh ove n re gion h as be e n 
m ak ing w ave s on th e  
Europe an tele com s sce ne  for 
som e  tim e . Se t up as a co-ope rative  Ons Ne t 
h as attracte d h igh e r levels of local support 
and tak e  up th an any com parable  proje ct 
anyw h e re  in th e  w orld. Using th is support 
th e  Ons Ne t co-op h as built a ‘ne xt 
ge ne ration’ fibre -optic broadband 
infrastructure  offe ring ve ry h igh  spe e d 
Inte rne t, TV and com ple tely ne w  com m unity 
se rvice s – in an are a th at th e  private  se ctor 
de e m e d une conom ic. It is a truly re m ark able  
ach ie ve m e nt. 
CBN h as studie d Ons Ne t in de tail and in 
2006 form e d a joint ve nture  w ith  th e  
proje ct’s founde rs, aim ing to adapt and 
prom ote  th e  m odel in th e  UK. 

De spite  pe rsiste nt ‘notspots’ Britain did w ell 
in th e  roll out of first ge ne ration broadband 
se rvice s, and com m unity sch e m e s playe d a 
valuable  (and re cognise d) role . But th e  UK is 
now  at a crossroads. As m ore  se rvice s m ove  
on-line  and th ose  se rvice s, particularly 
vide o, de m and e ve r m ore  ‘bandw idth ’ th e  
UK’s infrastructure  is cre ak ing. In April 2007 
th e  Broadband Stak e h olde r Group, a 
gove rnm e nt-sponsore d industry body, 
publish e d a re port sh ow ing th at w ith  th e  
e xisting tele com s infrastructure  only 50% of 
th e  population can be ne fit from  h igh e r 

broadband spe e ds. An ide al com m e rcial 
opportunity? Not q uite , BT and oth e r 
industry playe rs are  w ary of m ak ing 
significant inve stm e nts in ne w  fibre  cabling – 
up to £15bn on som e  e stim ate s – w h ilst 
de m and is unce rtain.

Th is is w h e re  th e  ‘Our Ne t’ co-ope rative  
approach  can score  a m ajor succe ss. 
Aggre gating local de m and e ffe ctively low e rs 
th e  com m e rcial risk  of ne w  infrastructure  
de ploym e nt – and give s th e  com m unity m ore  
control ove r th e ir local tele com s, Inte rne t 
and com m unity se rvice s. Th e  succe ss of 
com m unity sch e m e s in th e  roll out of first 
ge ne ration broadband se rvice s sh ow s th at 
th is can w ork  ve ry w ell inde e d.  

CBN h as be e n banging th is drum  for ove r 12 
m onth s now  – and finally it h as paid off w ith  
our first com m ission to e xam ine  th e  
fe asibility of a local Our Ne t co-ope rative  
proje ct in th e  W e st Midlands. Oth e rs look  
lik ely to follow  soon in th e  North  W e st, 
York sh ire  and Scotland.

If you w ant to find out m ore  about our plans 
for OurNe t.coop in th e  UK, or you th ink  your 
are a could be ne fit, contact Malcolm  
Corbe tt, M.Corbe tt@ broadband-uk .coop

Ons Ne t is at w w w.onsne tnue ne n.nl
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K ibe ra, ne xt door to Nairobi, is one  of 
th e  w orld’s large st slum s. More  

th an a m illion pe ople  live  in an 
are a of little  m ore  th an 2 sq  
m ile s. Pove rty is e nde m ic, 
H IV/Aids rife , e ducation and 
e m ploym e nt low , and ye t 
Kibe ra e xh ibits a dynam ic and 
e ngaging com m unity.
CBN h as joine d force s w ith  
Kicosh e p, a local com m unity 
proje ct, to adapt and transfe r th e  
k now le dge  of com m unity-run broadband 

sch e m e s built up in th e  UK to Kibe ra. Our 
aim  is to cre ate  a m odel for 

com m unity broadband co-
ope rative s th at can be  de ploye d 
th rough out th e  re gion. 

One  of th e  k e y re asons slum s 
de velop is th at th e  rate  of 
urbanisation far e xce e ds th e  

ability of city auth oritie s to build 
basic infrastructure s; th e y th e n 

be com e  e ntre nch e d as th e  local 
e conom y falls e ve r furth e r be h ind th e  

ne igh bouring city. W h ile  th e  lack  of reliable  
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Our Ne t in Britain
Th e  Dutch  tow n of 
Nue ne n pione e re d co-
ope rative  m odels for 
Ne xtGe n broadband. 
Re ad h ow  CBN is 
partne ring th e  inve ntors 
to bring innovative  
com m unity broadband 
to Britain

Com m unity 
broadband in 
Africa

Kibe ra is th e  large st 
slum  in th e  w orld. Re ad 
h ow  UK e xpe rie nce s are  
be ing translate d to 
cre ate  African 
com m unity broadband

Bridging th e  
digital divide
UK Online  re ports sh ow  
th e  digital divide  
re m ains. Com m unity 
broadband is re cognise d 
in aw ards for h elping 
bridge  th e  gap



tele com m unications m ay not be  as life  
th re ate ning as th e  abse nce  of sanitation, 
ne ve rth ele ss it h am pe rs e fforts to im prove  
th e  live s and h e alth  of local pe ople . 
Com m unity broadband can h elp by 
delive ring affordable  infrastructure  q uick ly, 
and w ith  all th e  e conom ic be ne fit re m aining 
w h e re  it is ne e de d.

A k e y part of th e  proje ct is to build a pilot 
ne tw ork  in Kibe rato support th e  pione e ring 
w ork  of th e  local sch ools and NGO's. 
Kicosh e p’s program m e  of local e ngage m e nt 
h as fire d-up th e  com m unity w ith  m any 
groups e age r to h elp build th e  broadband co-
op and tak e  advantage  of Inte rne t 
conne ctivity. Ne w s travels fast and th e  h uge  
pote ntial of th e  proje ct h as attracte d 
inte re st from  th e  UN and se ve ral m ajor 
te ch nology com panie s – afte r all if 
com m unity broadband can be  delive re d in 
Kibe ra, it can be  delive re d anyw h e re . But as 
ye t th is inte re st h as not translate d into h ard 

cash .

Th ank s to Com ic Relie f and funding from  
th e ir Education for All program m e , th e  
initial developm e nt w ork  took  place  in 
Spring 2007. Now  w e  are  at th e  stage  of 
te ch nical build-out and th ank s to ge ne rous 
donations by CBN m e m be rs in th e  UK w e  
h ave  alm ost e nough  k it to build th e  pilot. 
Ne xt w e  plan to raise  funds for local 
te ch nical support, h elpe d by CBN e xpe rts in 
th e  UK. Just £1,000 pays for a local te ch ie  
for 6-12 m onth s. 

Th is is a gre at proje ct and a joy to w ork  on, 
so if you w ant to h elp, or donate , contact 
Adrian W ooste r, a.w ooste r@ broadband-
uk .coop

Kicosh e p is at w w w.k icosh e pk e nya.org

Bridging th e  Digital Divide

A re ce nt re port by UK On-line  Ce ntre s 
sh ow s th at th e  Digital Divide  re m ains a 

pe rsiste nt proble m  in th e  UK. De spite  rapid 
tak e  up of first ge ne ration broadband 
se rvice s, ove rall acce ss to th e  Inte rne t 
re m ains stuck  at around 60%. 
Com m unity broadband sch e m e s pride  
th e m selve s on th e ir inclusive  approach  to 
se rvice  provision and th is is ofte n 
re cognise d in local and national aw ards. In 
May 2007 South  W ith am  Broadband in 
Lincolnsh ire  w as a finalist in th e  Europe an 
‘Bridging th e  Broadband Gap’ aw ards in 
Brussels. Octobe r se e s th e  aw ard of ‘Silve r 

Surfe r of th e  Ye ar’ to Rich ard Jack m an, part 
of th e  gre at te am  th at founde d Martle y 
Me sh  in W orce ste rsh ire . Th e  aw ard w ill be  
give n by th e  Rt. H on. Ste ph e n Tim m s MP, 
instigator of CBN and ne w ly appointe d 
m iniste r for tele com s at th e  De pt for 
Busine ss Ente rprise  and Re gulatory Affairs.

Th e  UK Online  re port is at 
w w w.uk online ce ntre s.com /re adingroom /re s
e arch

Martle y's w e bsite  is at w w w.m artle y.org.uk

Th e  Com m unity Broadband Ne tw ork  h as a track  re cord of delive ring innovative , 
com m unity-base d broadband solutions in are as th at are  ge ograph ically h ard to re ach  

(re m ote , rural are as) th at suffe r from  urban de privation. Th e re  is an incre asingly 
im portant role  for com m unity broadband proje cts e ve n afte r traditional ope rators h ave  
provide d vanilla se rvice s into an are a. Many m e m be r proje cts give  som e th ing back  to 
th e ir local com m unity, and are  constantly innovating and e volving th e ir se rvice  to th e  
ne e ds of th e ir com m unity.
CBN supports, prom ote s and develops com m unity-ow ne d broadband sch e m e s. 

•  W e  h ave  dire ctly h elpe d around 100 proje cts th rough out Gre at Britain

•  W e  h ave  ove r 200 m e m be rs re gularly contributing

•  W e  de velop strate gic th ink ing in Ne xt Ge ne ration se rvice s 
and arch ite cture s

•  W e  w ork  w ith  partne rs to delive r advance d and e xciting 
com m unity se rvice s

CBN

Contact CBN
w w w.broadband-uk .coop
info@ broadband-uk .coop
0845 456 246




